
Contour Line 

Objective 

For this assignment, you’ll complete a drawing in three stages, building your 
observational skills as you go, focusing on describing a sense of volume. 

Assignment Checklist: 

____ 1 Scribble Gesture Contour of still-life  
____ 2 Contour drawing of hand + cross contour 
____ 2 Blind Contour drawing of hand + cross contour 
____ 2 Contour drawing of still-life + cross contour 

Stage 1: Searching line drawing 

Definition: gestural line that searches and defines the correct edge of a form.   

 
Materials: 
18x24” drawing paper (from your Strathmore drawing pad, or something comparable). 

6B or Ebony pencil or 
vine charcoal 
Charcoal pencil 
Erasers: kneaded eraser and plastic eraser 
 
Do not use ink for this assignment---you will   need to erase a lot.  

Draw gesturally; search and define the correct edge. 

Stage 2: Cross Contour drawing 

Definition: traces the topographical surface of a form as it rises, falls, and undulates. 

Cross contour can also focus on just one direction of lines: 

Stage 3: Contour line drawing 

A contour line is defined as the visible border of an object in space. 

• the line should vary in width and pressure 
• bolder, more varied lines will advance 
• softer lines that are "lost and found" will recede 

We want to create the illusion of depth with just line. Absolutely no shading! 

 This project will be completed in class; instructions below if you are working from 
home. 



 

1. Set up a still life (see examples below for ideas): 
-3-5 fruits or vegetables---apples, pears, lemons, etc. 
-3-5 shoes or boots, the older the better. Tumble them onto a flat, light surface. 
-any other objects/materials that have interesting texture or are organic. 

2. draw at least three thumbnails along the edge of your 18x24" paper to determine 
your composition. Only spend about 10 minutes on this.  

3. Choose one of the thumbnails to enlarge on the rest of your paper. 
4. Use a very light searching line to compose the larger image---searching for the 

correct edge. Lightly use plumb and level lines to ensure correct relationships 
and proportions.  

5. Reduce the drawing to contour line. Vary the line width and pressure to create 
depth. Look for lost and found edges.  Erase any lines that are no longer needed. 

Take your time and complete the best contour line drawing you can.  Submit this 
drawing at the end of class for assessment.  
If working from home, spend about 2 hours on this drawing. 

 
 
 


