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Project Brief 
Students familiarize themselves with the decontextualization of artistic strategy 
and at the same time, critique and parody contemporary life, in which pop culture 
plays such a crucial role. Students investigate the technique of chiaroscuro to 
represent the portraits and other scenes of this particular era. They take 
photographs of a portrait (or self portrait) of classic horror monster from the era 
of black and white television to translate into a contour drawing and study the 
high contrast values present. Printed images of the photo will serve as reference 
in order to create representational drawings and paintings with the chiaroscuro 
technique. 
 
Materials: 

• 11” x 14” Drawing paper 
• Image references 
• Charcoal OR soft drawing pencil 
• Erasers 

 
Assignment 

1. Select a monster image from classic horror tv or movies. 
2. Use some searching, gesture, planar analysis to map our your composition 

on drawing paper. 
3. Recreate the inner and outer contour line. Don’t pick up your pencil! Try not 

to look at the reference too much, focus only on the major lines. 
4. Begin block shading. Pay attention to darkest values, mid-tones and let the 

white of the paper be the highlight. 
5. Spray with Fixative or cover with tracing paper when finished 
6. Repeat steps WITHOUT contour. Draw from just blocking value for iteration 
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