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The Art of Complaining

You're going to complain anyway, so why not do it well? Resist the urge to
hastily type out your latest gripes on whatever social media app is in front of
you, and consider an alternative approach. Think about something you really
want to complain about.

Large problems may be difficult to address, but smaller aspects of an issue can
be more feasible. How does a widespread problem manifest itself in a
community? What is it that you, in particular, are able to see that others might
not?

Test the thought on some friends. Be funny, if you can make someone who
disagrees with you laugh, it may be a way to change their mind.

Task 1: Create a Visual Action or Artistic Protest: Your
complaint must take the form of a physical action,
performance, or artistic intervention.

Simply documenting an issue (e.g., taking a photo of expensive eggs) is not
enough. You need to creatively express your frustration in a way that grabs
attention.

This could include:

o Staging a performance (e.g., dramatically smashing overpriced eggs)

¢ Making a protest sign and displaying it in a public or private space

¢ Creating a mini-installation or temporary art piece

o Writing a message in an unexpected place (chalk on the sidewalk, Post-it
notes on a door, etc.)

e Recording a humorous or dramatic reenactment of the issue

e REVIEW THE EXAMPLE LINK BELOW

Embed a picture of your artistic action in the discussion post (for example:
holding a cardboard sign, a screenshot of a comment on a chat thread, selfie of
you breaking a written rule, please remember safety is key, do not walk through
a crosswalk during the “wait” sign.) Your documentation should show you
actively engaging with the complaint in a creative way.

This can be a serious issue you are passionate about or a hot take on a more
humorous topic. Just be sure you can argue your complaint strongly!
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